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Thirty Questions on Polygyny1

Question #1: What is the Islamic Ruling on a Man Having more the One Wife?
Answer by: Shaykh Ubayd al-Jaabiree 

Q uestion #1:

Our Shaykh, may Allah protect you, what is the Islamic ruling on a man having more than one wife?

A nswer:

All praise is for Allah, The Lord of all that exists. May Allah exalt the mention of, and, grant safety to 
our Prophet Muhammad, to his family, and to all of his Companions.

To proceed: 

It is obligatory for every Muslim male, and female, to be pleased with the rulings of Allah and His 
Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). Allah, The Most High, says:

 (( وَمَا آتَاكُمُ الرَّسُولُ فَخُذُوهُ وَمَا نَهَاكُمْ عَنْهُ فَانتَهُوا ))

Whatever the Messenger gives you, take it. And whatever he prohibits you from, abstain from it.

[Soorah al-Hashr (59): 7]

 And He, The Most High, says:
  

 (( وَمَا كَانَ ملُِؤْمِنٍ وَالَ مُؤْمِنَةٍ إِذَا قَضَى اللّهُ وَرَسُولُهُ أَمْرًا أَن يَكُونَ لَهُمُ اخلِْيَرَةُ مِنْ أَمْرِهِمْ ))

It is not for a believing man, or a believing woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed 
an affair, to have any other choice in the matter.

[Soorah al-Ahzaab (33): 36]  

And there are other verses that clearly prove that it is obligatory for every Muslim, male and 
female, to be pleased with the rulings of Allah and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). It is also obligatory to believe 
that these rulings are of the upmost excellence.

 See “Thirty Questions on Polygyny”, Answers  by Shaykh Ubayd al-Jaabiree.1
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Likewise, it has been reported in the Sunnah that the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) encouraged the believing 
men and women to be pleased with the rulings of Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). This is whether the ruling is 
found in the Quran or in the Sunnah of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).

One example, of the many reports on the Prophet, which encourages the believers to be 
pleased with the rulings of Allah and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is what al-Bukhaaree and Muslim collected 
on the authority of Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 

Whoever possesses three traits will find the sweetness of faith, [one of them being]: That Allah 
and His Messenger are more beloved to him than anything else...

This means: Putting what pleases Allah and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) over the statement of everyone.

In another authentic Hadeeth it states:

Whoever is pleased with Allah as his Lord, Islam as his religion, and Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as his 
Messenger, has tasted faith (i.e. eemaan). 

[Muslim, #56]

His statement: “and Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as his Messenger” necessitates that a Muslim believes 
in everything that the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) brought. A Muslim must also believe that what he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
brought is from Allah, and that it is the truth, which does not contain any doubt.

The statement of Imaam ash-Shaafi’ee is exquisite, may Allah have mercy on him:

I believe in Allah, and what has come from Allah, upon its proper understanding, and I 
believe in the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), and what has been brought by the Messenger of 
Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), upon its proper understanding.2

Consensus of the Imams of Islam is established concerning what we have previously 
mentioned. If what has preceded is established, then the origin of marriage is that a man has more than 
one wife. This is what is explicit in the Quran. Allah, The Most High, said:

 (( فَانكِحُوا مَا طَابَ لَكُم مّنَ النّسَاءِ َمثْنَىٰ وَثُالَثَ وَرُبَاعَ ۖ فَإِنْ خِفْتُمْ أَالَّ تَعْدِلُوا فَوَاحِدَةً ))

Then, marry women of your choice - two, three, or four. However, if you fear that you will not be 
able to be just, then one.

[Soorah an-Nisaa (4): 3]

 See “Sufficiency in Creed” by Ibn Qudaamah.2
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For the one who ponders over this verse, two things become clear:

1: The origin is that a man has more than one wife. This conclusion is drawn because Allah began by 
     stating more than one (i.e. two), and He encouraged it.

    Also, the position that it is obligatory to have more than one wife is very considerable. This is 
    because the base rule of a command is that it indicates an obligation.  

2: The one who fears for himself injustice suffices with one.

Translator’s Summary of Benefits:

1. It is obligatory for every Muslim male and female to be pleased with rulings of Allah and his 
    Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).

2. A Muslim must also believe that what the Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) brought is from Allah, and that it is the 
    truth, which does not contain any doubt.

3. The origin of marriage is that a man has more than one wife. This is what is explicit in the Quran.

4. The one who fears for himself injustice suffices with one.

Translated by:
Jameel Finch, Abu Adam / @abuadamfinch
First Edition: 18th of Sha’baan, 1441 AH / April 12th, 2020
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