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Using Extremism to Silence the Salafī Youth 
Shaykh Rabī’ b. Hādī al-Madkhalī 

!!
✦ Question: !

Some people go overboard in order to silence those who warn against innovators, 
and they say, ‘Certainly, this (i.e. warning against innovators) is the job of the 
scholars.’ !

✦ Answer: !
Shaykh Rabī’ b. Hādī al-Madkhalī, may Allāh protect him, said, !

 In any case, these people have gone to extremes in order to silence the 
students of knowledge, severe extremism. Speech [has emanated from them] that 
contains intimidation/scare tactics  of the students of knowledge. Speech that is meant 1

to serve as stuffing rocks into their mouths, so they can prevent the students of 
knowledge from making true statements about the people of innovation. They have 
gone overboard with these things.  
!
 Presently, there are issues that are intricate. You, student of knowledge, are not 
to speak about them without knowledge. Likewise, there are issues that are clear and 
plain: prayer is obligatory, fasting is obligatory, zakāh is obligatory, Ḥajj is 
obligatory, it is impermissible to seek deliverance and rescue from other than Allāh, it 
is impermissible to use forbidden means to try to achieve nearness to Allāh. These 
affairs are clear. The scholar and the student of knowledge speak about them. 
!
 [And as we said], there are issues that are intricate; they require an exhaustive 
examination. These affairs are to be handled by the scholars, but [we do not say that 
they must handle] every issue!  
!
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 Let us further the discussion: Bin Bāz, Ibn ‘Uthaymīn, al-Albānī, and other 
than them from the recognized scholars do not go to Europe and America. Sufficient 
for them are the students of knowledge who speak within the realms of what they 
know.  
!
 As for crucial, contemporary issues, then it is a must for them (i.e. the students 
of knowledge) to ask the scholars about them, using the modern methods of 
communication that are available.  
!
 So, every person conveys that which he knows. If someone asks you about an 
issue that you do not know, then say, ‘By Allāh, this is an intricate issue, and it 
requires a scholar who is more senior than me. I will ask.’  
!
 As for the clear affairs, then explain them, with the condition that you know 
the issue with its proofs. Do not speak with ignorance. If you do not have proofs, 
even when the affairs are clear, do not speak. If the affair is clear, and you have 
proofs, speak and explain.  
!
 There are affairs that are well known about the religion; students of 
knowledge speak on them, such as [the impermissibility of] seeking deliverance and 
rescue from other than Allāh, etc. This is a clear affair. ‘And who is more astray 
than he who invokes besides Allāh.’ [Sūrah al-Aḥqāf (46): 5] ‘And do not invoke 
besides Allāh that which neither benefits you nor harms you.’ [Sūrah Yūnus (10): 
106]. If he knows proofs, he clarifies.  
!
 He sees a shi’ī, or he sees a sūfī circulating a grave, asking for rescue, 
slaughtering, making vows - does he say, ‘I will refrain from clarifying this falsehood 
and warning against it. I will wait until one of the major scholars comes so he can 
carry out this incumbent act [of preventing this falsehood and warning against it]? 
!
 I say, these people desire to silence the Salafī youth specifically, because out 
of all the people, the Salafī youth are most active in rebuking evil, and they are the 
most active in standing in the face of the people of falsehood. Do you see?  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 These politicians are attached to the Rawāfiḍ, to the Khawārij, and to all of the 
people of innovation. They do not want their (i.e. those innovators’) feelings to be 
hurt. So, they utter this type of speech:  
! • ‘No one [should] speak except the scholars!’    

• ‘Even the children speak out!’ (i.e. said sarcastically) 

• ‘Even those who have not perfected al-Fātiḥah speak out!’ 
!

 They go overboard defaming the Salafī youth. All of this is a defense of the 
people of innovation, blocking the path Allāh, and intimidation/scare tactics against 
the Salafī youth, who undertake [the task of] calling to Allāh and commanding the 
good and forbidding evil. 
!
 We say to the Salafī youth, you, O brothers, do not speak without knowledge. 
The affairs that are clear to you for which you have proofs, speak about them, and [as 
for] the intricate affairs, it is not permissible for you to delve into them. This is what 
we say to them.  
!
 Then, we say [after this], call to Allāh, everyone according to his level of 
knowledge. The Messenger of Allāh, may Allāh exalt his mention and grant him 
safety, said, ‘Convey from me, even if it is a verse.’ [al-Bukhārī]   2
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✦ Summary : 3

!
• There are people who practice severe extremism to silence students of knowledge.  

• Speech has emanated from these people which is intimidation/scare tactics. 

• These tactics are meant to prevent the students of knowledge from making true statements 

about the people of innovation.  

• There are issues that are clear and plain, and there are issues that are intricate. 

• Both scholars and students of knowledge speak on the clear, plain issues. 

• Intricate matters and crucial, current affairs are handled by the scholars.                                

• One does not speak about any issue except with knowledge and proof. 

• Those who practice this extremism want to silence the Salafī youth specifically. 

• The Salafī youth are the most active in commanding the good and forbidding evil. 

• The Salafi youth are the most active in standing in the face of the people of falsehood.  

• The extremism discussed in this article is present in the behavior of politicians.  

• These politicians are attached to all of the people of innovation. 

• They (i.e. politicians) are worried about hurting their (i.e. innovators’) feelings . 4

• Some statements of those afflicted with this severe extremism:  

! - ‘No one speaks except the scholars!’    
- ‘Even the children speak out! (i.e. said sarcastically)’ 
- ‘Even those who have not perfected al-Fātiḥah speak out!’ 

!!• These people go overboard defaming the Salafī youth. 

• Call to Allāh according to your level of knowledge. 
!
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