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! !
Criticism of ‘Silence’ That is Portrayed as ‘Wisdom’ 

Shaykh Rabī’ b. Hādī al-Madkhalī 

!
!
✦ Question:  !
May Allāh be benevolent to you, !

Some people have taken ‘silence’ about Islamic groups and partisan parties as a 
methodology for [them]selves, and that this [‘silence’] is ‘wisdom’. This 
methodology now has followers traversing upon it. What is the ruling of this new, 
contemporary methodology?  1

!
✦ Answer: !
Shaykh Rabī’ b. Hādī al-Madkhalī, may Allāh protect him, said, 
!

  I fear that there is exaggeration in this question. I do not believe that there 
is a scholar that sees [the validity of] this methodology, especially a Salafī scholar. 
So, I fear that there is exaggeration in this question.  
!
  So, imagining that this is present and that it happens, then certainly this is 
a mistake, and it is obligatory upon whomever says this speech, theorizes this 
theory, or lays this foundation, [again], it is obligatory for him to repent to Allāh, 
blessed and exalted is He. 
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 Translator’s Note: 1!   Presently, this methodology is implemented by callers to Islām who, after their erroneous  
methodologies have become clear in the Salafī communities, are now integrating with Masājid and 
organizations upon the methodology of the Muslim Brotherhood.  !
 Consequently, from the culture that they must adhere to when integrating into these arenas is the  
well-known principle of the Muslim Brotherhood: “Cooperation concerning what we agree about, and  
disregard (i.e. silence) concerning issues in which we differ.” This even includes creed.   !
We ask Allāh for patience upon the Sunnah.
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  Certainly, Allāh has distinguished this nation (i.e. the Muslims) and made 
them more virtuous that the rest of the nations because of their lack of silence; 
rather, because of their explicitness, clarifications, and striving. And at the head of 
this striving is enjoining good and forbidding evil. “You are the best nation 
produced [as an example] for mankind. You enjoin what is right, forbid what is 
wrong and believe in Allāh.” [Sūrah Āli ‘Imrān (3): 110] 
!
  Indeed, Allāh cursed the Children of Isrā’īl for implementing this type of 
methodology: silence that exhibits satisfaction with falsehood, portrayed as 
wisdom! Allāh, the exalted, said (i.e. its meaning),  
!

Cursed were those who disbelieved among the Children of Isrā’īl by 
the tongue of David and of Jesus, the son of Mary. That was because 
they disobeyed and [habitually] transgressed. They used not to 
prevent one another from wrongdoing that they did. How wretched 
was that which they were doing. 

[Sūrah al-Mā’idah (5): 78-79] 
!

The Messenger of Allāh, may Allāh exalt his mention and grant him safety, said, 
!

Whoever sees an evil, let him change it with his hand, and if he is not 
able, then let him change it with his tongue, and if he is not able, then 
let him change it with heart, and that is the weakest of faith (īmān).  
! [Collected by Muslim, #49] 

!
  Enjoining good and forbidding evil is a tremendous foundation of Islām. 
Islām is not established except by way of it. This nation will not preserve this 
tremendous station, i.e., being the best and most progressive of the nations, except 
if they establish this foundation. If they are negligent, they deserve the anger of 
Allāh; rather, His curse, just as he cursed those who disbelieved from the Children 
of Isrā’īl.   
!
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  If the Children of Isrā’īl deserved the curse of Allāh because they did not 
enjoin good, then what do those from this nation who abandon enjoining good and 
forbidding evil deserve?!, because our religion is greater than their religion. 
!
  So, if we are neglectful in this religion and leave it for the people of 
desires and misguidance to play with, and we humor them and remain silent about 
them, and we call this ‘wisdom,’ then certainly, we are making ourselves deserving 
of Allāh’s anger, blessed and exalted is He. And we seek refuge with Allāh from His 
anger.     
!
  We ask Allāh, if this faction is indeed present, to guide them and to allow 
them to see the path of truth. We ask that He allows them to see their tremendous 
flaw which they have fallen into, and that they exit from it and enter into the 
company of those open proclaimers who are calling to the truth, enjoining good, 
and forbidding evil: ‘Then declare all of what you have been commanded,  and 
turn away from the polytheists.’ [Sūrah al-Ḥijr (15): 94] Similarly, declare all of 
what you have been commanded, and turn away from misguided innovators.                2

!
!
!
!
!
⬇ 

!
!

!!!!!!!!
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 See “Kashf as-Sitār” by Shaykh Rabī al-Madkhalī, pp. 17-18.2
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✦ Summary : 3

!
• Presently, there is an incorrect methodology of ‘silence’ that is portrayed as ‘wisdom.’ !• It is obligatory for those who say this speech, theorize this theory, or lay this foundation to 

repent to Allāh. !• Allāh made us more virtuous than the rest of the nations because of our lack of silence. !• Allāh distinguished this nation due to its explicitness, clarity, and striving to command the 
good and forbid evil. !• Allāh cursed the Children of Isrā’īl for their silence. See Sūrah al-Mā’idah (5): 78-79. !• The Messenger of Allāh, may Allāh exalt his mention and grant him safety, commanded us to 
change evil. See the authentic Ḥadīth collection of Muslim, #49. !• Enjoining good and forbidding evil is a tremendous foundation of Islām. !• If the Children of Isrā’īl deserved the curse of Allāh because they did not enjoin good, then 
what do those from this nation who abandon enjoining good and forbidding evil deserve?!, 
because our religion is greater than their religion. !• We must not be neglectful and allow the people of desires and misguidance to play with the     
religion. !• We ask Allāh to guide this faction, to allow them to see their tremendous flaw, and to allow 
them to join the company of those open proclaimers who are calling to the truth, enjoining 
good, and forbidding evil. !• We are commanded to declare all of what we have been commanded, and to turn away from 
the polytheists; similarly, we declare all of what we have been commanded, and we turn away 
from misguided innovators. See Sūrah al-Ḥijr (15): 94. !!
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 This summary was extracted from the text by the translator in order to help the reader retain the benefits. 3
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