
 “The Job of a Student of Knowledge Is to Defend The Sharī’ah” 

Shaykh Muḥammad b. Ṣāliḥ al-’Uthaymīn [d. 1421 AH]

Shaykh Muḥammad b. Ṣāliḥ al-’Uthaymīn [d. 1421 AH] ( :said (رَِحَمُه ا"ُ

...That is how the truth is when it is presented in a beneficial way, in 

accordance to what has come in the Book of Allāh and the Sunnah of His 

Messenger (َصل+ى ا"ُ َعَليِْه َوَسل+َم); with certainty, it will obliterate falsehood, a 

severe, blazing obliteration without any clemency.  

However, like we said, there is a shortcoming from the people of the truth. 

I say, it is befitting for the student of knowledge to realize that he is a 

protector and defender of the Sharī’ah. It is not possible for the Sharī’ah to 

be protected except by men of the Sharī’ah. Even if we found thousands of 

written books, it would never be possible for them to protect the Sharī’ah. 

I will strike an example for you, may Allāh bless you: A man enters a Salafī 
library, full of books of the Salaf, and around these books are men who do 

not read them, and the man who entered [the library] is a caller to 
innovation! So, he begins to direct [...]1 the evils and harms of innovation 

toward those who are present, and he is teaching them innovation.   

If I said to you: Certainly, a Salafī book jumped [off the shelf] to this man 

and said: ‘What you are calling these people to is innovation and 

misguidance!’ Would you believe me? Huh? You do not believe me? [...]2 

Yes, this is not believable, and it would never be possible for anything from 

this book to confront this man calling to innovation nor to refute him.
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However, if a Salafī student of knowledge was with us, would he stand up 

and refute this man? Yes, he would refute him. So, the job of a student of 
knowledge is protecting, shielding, speaking up for, and defending the 

Sharī’ah...3
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